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that since he could not get satisfaction by any course of
law, he would get it by his pen, and show the world what
a man I was.' When he began to grow over-warm and
eloquent I called in the gentleman of the house from the
room adjoining; and the serjeant, going on with less tur-
bulence, went away. He had a footman in the hall during
all his talk, who was to have opened the door for one or
more fellows, as he has since reported; and likewise that
he had a sharp knife in his pocket, ready to stab or maim
me. But the master and mistress of the house, who knew
his character and could hear every word from the room
they were in, had prepared a sufficient defence in such a
case, as they afterward told me. He has since related
to five hundred persons of all ranks about five hundred
falsehoods of this conversation, of my fears and his own
brutalities, against all probability as well as fact; and some
of them, as I have been assured, even in the presence of your
grace. His meanings and his movements were indeed
peevish enough, but his words were not. He threatened me
with nothing but his pen, yet owned he had no pretence to
wit. And indeed I am heartily glad for his own sake that
he proceeded no farther, for the least uproar would have
called his nearest neighbours first to my assistance, and next
to the manifest danger of his life; and I would not willingly
have even a dog killed upon my account. Ever since he has
amused himself with declaring in all companies, especially
before bishops and lords and members of parliament, his
resolutions for vengeance and the several manners by which
he will put it in execution.

" It is only to the advice of some judicious friends that
your grace owes the trouble of this letter; for though I may
be dispirited enough by sickness and years, yet I have little
reason to apprehend any danger from that man; and those
who seem to have most regard for my safety are no more
apprehensive than myself, especially such as best know his
character; for his very enemies and even his ridiculers, who
are of the two by far the greater number, allow him to be a
peaceable -man in all things except his words, his rhetorical
actions, his looks, and his hatred to the clergy; which how-
ever are all known by abundance of experience to be per-
fectly harmless, and particularly as to the clergy. I do not